Silver-throated Tanager, Batsu Garden,
Costa Rica

Bahama Woodstar by Alex Chester

Archaeopteryx Birding and Nature Tours Fall 2022 Newsletter
Welcome to Archaeopteryx Birding & Nature Tours’ spring newsletter. Our year
has been full of tropical adventures with some tours in South Florida, Costa Rica, and
the Bahamas and cruises ranging from Grand Cayman to Cozumel. We also did a “cold
weather” winter tour to northern Florida to see some of the wintering birds that don’t
usually make it much further south into the state as well as some scouting for bird
photography locations in Europe.
Next spring we’ll be o ering our week-long birding tour in Costa Rica again where
our friends Ricky and Stacey own a beautiful birder’s B&B and we partner with a few
other lodges around the country. This past March we tried out a new area of the cloud
forest and brought our group to Sevegre Lodge in hopes to see the Resplendent
Quetzal. Not everyone got to see this most coveted of all Central American birds, but
some lucky participants did catch a glimpse or get photos to bring home.
For anyone interested in exploring this diverse country on their own, please visit
Costa Rica Birder B&B in Playa Hermosa for such unique species as wild Scarlet
Macaws, Orange-collared Manakin, Mangrove Hummingbird, Yellow-throated Toucan,
and Fiery-billed Aracari. Montezuma Oropendola, Black-headed and Gartered Trogons,
Turquoise-browed and Lesson’s Motmot, Boat-billed Heron, and Red-breasted
Meadowlark are only a short drive from your stay. Tell them Archaeopteryx sent you!

Common Hill Myna, Matheson Hammock Park,
Miami, Florida

Cozumel Emerald
Redheads, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge,
Crawfordville, Florida by David Foote

Northern Goshawk
Oss, Netherlands
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Red-breasted Meadowlark
Costa Rica

Mangrove Cuckoo
Homestead, Florida

American Avocets, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge
Crawfordville, Florida

Black Noddy (smaller, darker bird in
the center) Dry Tortugas National Park
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During our winter 2021 tour of the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge and
surrounding Tallahassee area, we were able to observe some of the wintering waterfowl
species. We had great looks at Bu ehead, Redhead, Green-winged Teal, Gadwall, and
Hooded Merganser as well as American Avocets, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Redheaded Woodpecker, White-breasted and Brown-headed Nuthatches.
This past spring of 2022 was our busiest on record yet with three separate trips
out to the Dry Tortugas where we were lucky enough to spot 2 Black Noddies and
several day trips throughout the Everglades National Park. One of our tour highlights
was the Mangrove Cuckoo. We made 3 separate trips to try and locate this bird and it
nally showed up drenched after a rain shower, but drenched or not it was still a lifer
for everyone in the group.
Lastly, we’re proud to announce our fall hiking eld trip at Clearwater Lake
Recreation Area of the Ocala National Forest and a few of our upcoming tours outside
of Florida for 2023. Hope to see you out birding!
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Green Honeycreeper, Costa Rica

Field Trips and Tours for 2022-2023
October 16th, 2022
Clearwater Lake Recreation Area Woodpecker Hike
Join Archaeopteryx Birding and Nature Tours for a bird hike through the pine
sandhill forest. This unique habitat is burned on a 3-5 year rotation to allow for the
continued survival of all the woodpecker species that call Florida their home, as well as
the Bachman's Sparrow and Brown-headed Nuthatch that are endemic to the
southeastern US. We will search for the federally endangered Red-cockaded
Woodpecker and also look for the Red-headed, Red-bellied, Pileated, Downy, and
Hairy Woodpeckers along with the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Northern Flicker.
Flocks of Carolina Chickadees and Tufted Titmice make their way through the forest in
large feeding ocks and we may even be lucky enough to see mammals like deer or
armadillo. Expect to hike 5-7 miles on well-groomed, sandy trails. Bring a pair of
binoculars and/or a camera as this will be all you need to see these beautiful and
unique bird species.
Field trip runs between 7am until noon. Meet in the parking lot: 24511 Co Rd 42,
Paisley, FL 32767. Field trip is limited to 20 participants. Water, snacks, and a bird
checklist of species seen on the hike will be provided. Cost will be $20 per person
which should be paid in advance (preferred by PayPal, Zelle, or a mailed check), or we
can take cash the day of the eld trip if spaces are still available.

Bachman’s Sparrow
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Red-cockaded Woodpecker
by Je rey Haake

November 7th-November 14th, 2022
Birding and Photography Tour of Córdoba, Argentina
We're putting together a week-long tour in Córdoba, Argentina with our partners who
reside in the country. They have knowledge and expertise on the species of the region
and will help to nd us as many species as possible. This is a photography tour, so
we'll be moving at a slower pace than a regular birding tour and we'll be restricting our
movement by staying at least 2 nights in each location. Here's the itinerary for the tour:
Day 1:
Arrival in Cordoba, Pampa de Achala, and full birding day there. Night in San Javier.
Place: Pampa de Achala
Target species: Olrog’s Cinclodes, Sierran Meadowlark, Darwin’s Nothura, Andean
Swift, Paraguayan Snipe,
Andean Condor, Cinereous
Harrier, Black-chested BuzzardEagle,
Rufous-banded Miner, Cordoba
Cinclodes, Puna Canastero,
Cordilleran Canastero, Rufousnaped Ground-Tyrant, Grass
Wren, Hellmayr's Pipit,
Plumbeous Sierra Finch, Ashbreasted Sierra Finch.
Name of the town: San Javier.
How many nights: 2
Habitat types: Grassland with
rocky areas (see the video titled
"Pampa de Achala" in folder).
How much walking and di cult:
It is a mountainous terrain so
Andean Flamingo
there will be slopes and streams.
But there will be no routes greater than 500 meters. If you want to walk, we can do it,
you decide.
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Day 2:
Birding in San Javier and the surrounding area. Night in San Javier.
Places: Traslasierras Valley. San Javier, Luyaba and La Poblacion.
Target species: Red-tailed Comet, White Woodpecker, Cream-backed Woodpecker,
Black-bodied Woodpecker, Olive-crowned Crescentchest, Brown-capped Redstart.
Name of the town: San Javier.
How many nights: 2.

Habitat types: Mountain or Sierran Forest, Chaco Forest.
How much walking and di cult: Very quiet walk on rural roads. There will be slopes but
not too steep.
Day 3:
Birding in Chancaní. Night at Totoral.
Places: Los Tuneles, Chancani, Dean Funes, Totoral.
Target species: Black-legged Seriema, Chaco Eagle,
Tataupa Tinamou, Sick's Swift, Chaco Owl, Spotbacked Pu bird, Spot-winged Falconet, Crested
Gallito, Crested Hornero, White-naped Xenopsaris,
Suiriri Flycatcher, Cinereous Tyrant, Black-crested
Finch, Cinnamon Warbling Finch,
Name of the town: Totoral
How many nights: 2
Habitat types: dry forest (see the video titled
"Chancani" in folder)
How much walking and di culty: All observations will be
near the vehicle and a 3 km walk through at terrain on a trail.

Green-barred Woodpecker

Day 4:
Birding in Salinas surrounding area. Night in Totoral.
Places: Jose de las Salinas, Dean Funes, Chuña, Totoral.
Target species: Black-legged Seriema, Spot-winged Falconet, Crested Gallito,
Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail, Plain Tyrannulet, Southern Scrub-Flycatcher, Salinas
Monjita, Lesser Shrike-Tyrant, Black-crested Finch, Cinnamon Warbling Finch,
Straneck's Tyrannulet.
Name of the town: Totoral
How many nights: 2
Habitat types: Dry Forest. Salty area (see the video titled "Salinas" in the folder).
How much walking and di culty: This day is going to be very hot. We need to wake up
early and maybe we can't be in the salt ats after 11 am. The terrain is easy but the sun
can be overwhelming.
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Day 5:
Birding in Cerro Colorado. Night in Miramar.
Places: Cerro Colorado, Laguna del Plata, Miramar.
Target species: Chaco Chachalaca, Chaco Sparrow, Ultramarine Grosbeak, Ringed
Warbling Finch, Shorebirds and Ducks, Chilean Flamingo, Andean Flamingo, James's
Flamingo, South American Painted-Snipe, Yellow-chinned Spinetail, Dinelli's Doradito.
Name of the town: Miramar.
How many nights: 2
Habitat types: Sierran Forest, Lake, and Marshes. (see the video titled "Cerro
Colorado" in folder)
How much walking and di cult: The terrain is at but near the shore of the lagoon
there is a lot of mud and you can sink. Here we say that “el barro te traicionará” ("the

mud will betray you") because it seems rm and suddenly you sink to the knee. I highly
recommend wearing rubber boots.
Day 6 and 7:
Mar Chiquita Lake. Return to Córdoba and ight to Buenos Aires.
Places: Miramar.
Target species: Chilean Flamingo, Andean Flamingo, James's Flamingo, Dot-winged
Crake, Rufous-sided Crake, Collared Plover, Two-banded Plover, Speckled Rail, Olivecrowned Crescentchest, Bay-capped Wren-Spinetail, Dinelli's Doradito, Correndera
Pipit, Solitary Black Cacique, Dark-throated Seedeater, Tawny-bellied Seedeater,
Black-headed Duck, Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture.
Name of the town: Miramar.
How many nights: 2
Habitat types: Lake and Marshes. (see the video titled "Mar Chiquita" in folder)
How much walking and di cult: The terrain is at but near the shore of the lagoon
there is a lot of mud and you can sink. Here we say that “el barro te traicionará” ("the
mud will betray you") because it seems rm and suddenly you sink to the knee. I highly
recommend wearing rubber boots.
Price for this tour will be $3275 per person double occupancy. This price includes your
airport pickup/dropo , transportation, meals, any park entry fees, water/snacks, and a
checklist of the birds seen on your tour. It does not include your airfare to Buenos
Aires. We're looking for a minimum of 3 participants with a max of 5 to be able to run
this tour this year. Our partners can also assist anyone who'd like to spend additional
days in Buenos Aires with accommodations, things to do, wineries, transportation,
even restaurants that cater to dietary restrictions.
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Dot-winged Crake
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Black-legged Seriema

December 2nd-December 9th, 2022
Classic Sri Lanka 1-week Birding and Photography Tour
Welcome to Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is an island paradise, lined with amazing
golden sandy beaches and turquoise blue waters.
The oceans are rich with life, and amazing coral
reefs. The deeper waters are home to marine giants
such as the Blue Whale, the largest animal to have
ever lived. Sri Lanka boasts a rich natural
heritage, with amazing wildlife and biodiversity and
incredibly for an island of its size can boast of iconic
mega fauna such as leopards, elephants and
sloth bears. The island is also regarded as a
Sri Lanka Blue-Magpie
biodiversity hotspot and teams with endemic birds,
reptiles, amphibians as well as plant species found
nowhere else on earth. With numerous man-made lakes
and rivers running through its interior, lush tropical rainforests, mangroves and coastal
lagoons, misty highlands laden with waterfalls and dry zone scrub jungles, Sri Lanka
comprises of a wide range of picturesque landscapes and natural
habitats which can be compared to that of a much larger continent.
Venture into an ancient land with thousands of years of history of ancient cities and a
vibrant culture with amazing architectural monuments and
incredible feats of engineering which can be linked to the origins of Buddhism in the
country with magni cently constructed stupas and the ruined
remains of ancient kingdoms. Taste the wonderful avors of the local cuisine using
fresh produce from land and sea. Boasting of a unique culinary
heritage, Sri Lankan cuisine is rich in spices with its own distinct avour and is a fusion
of traditional dishes mixed with in uences from traders and
colonial powers. Experience the misty highlands and tea country and have a cup of the
world famous Ceylon Tea. The real treasure of Sri Lanka are its
people, a rich multi-cultural and multi religious society. The warm hospitality and
friendly nature of Sri Lankans will make anyone feel welcome. Get to
know the people of this land, their ways of life and their amazing stories. Fall in love
with the land like no other.
Day 1- Katunayake
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Upon arrival you will be welcomed by your naturalist guide, with a warm welcome of
“Ayubowan”, which is the Sri Lankan word for “May you Live Long”, which is the
universal greeting across the island. He will escort you outside where you will onboard
the comfortable vehicle arranged for you. Journey to the nearby hotel named Tamarind

Day 2- Sinharaja
After an early breakfast, checkout from your hotel, and head towards Sinharaja (3 hours
drive). Your guide might stop over along the way if there are any interesting birds
spotted as you head to the lowland rainforest region of Kudawa, which is the northern
boundary of this ancient forest.
Check into your hotel Rainforest Edge for lunch.
This will be your stay for the next 3 nights, and will visit the rainforest and surrounding
areas. You can opt for a more laid back way of birding, while you enjoy the facilities of
the hotel. Your naturalist guide will be at your service and the activities will be carried
out at your pace.
Accommodation- Rainforest Edge
Meal Plan- Full Board
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Day 3 & 4- Sinharaja
A highlight of birding in Sinharaja is seeing mixed-species bird
ocks, which is a strategy adopted by birds in the tropics
to maximize feeding e ciency and to reduce the risk of
predation; these ocks are likely to be led by Orange-billed
Babbler and Sri Lanka Drongo. The star of this coterie of ockassociated specials is the enigmatic Red-faced Malkoha –
a canopy dwelling endemic, found typically at heights of 25-35
meters, with a remarkable ability to melt away into the
dense thickets. White-faced Starling too keeps to the canopy.
Ashy-headed Laughingthrush, in comparison, is found in
bottom levels of the ock, often scratching the forest oor for
insect prey, and Malabar Trogon hawks insects in the
subcanopy and remains largely silent.
Your stay will include visits to the main Forest Reserve, local
home gardens with makeshift photo hides set up, and
Orange-billed Babbler
village trails bordering the forest, all of which are great for
birding. As photography is of special interest, some home
gardens have set up small photo hides to encourage great
photographs with minimum disturbance to the birds. Depending on the species your
guide will arrange the same. Some species such as the Serendib Scops Owl etc will
require some level of trekking o the trail , and the positioning will entail somewhat of a
challenge in photography, but your guide will help to get the best position possible for
a good image.You can also opt to relax in the hotel as you please, and the tour is
custom made to your preference.
Accommodation- Rainforest Edge
Meal Plan- Full Board
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Tree, which will be your overnight stay after a long ight.
The grounds of the hotel are excellent for birding, and especially well known for the
endemic Crimson Fronted Barbet.
Accommodation- Tamarind Tree Hotel
Meal Plan – Full Board

Day 5 – Nuwara Eliya
Today after a quick birding session in the morning , checkout from your hotel and
journey towards the central
highlands. Reaching Nuwara Eliya, check into your hotel , The Blackpool Hotel, which
will be your stay for the next 2 nights. A serious drop in temperature (around 10-15
degrees Centigrade) at Nuwara Eliya will necessitate sweaters! After lunch explore
Victoria Park. Established in 1897 to commemorate the 60th coronation jubilee of
Queen Victoria, this urban park is the prime location for Western Himalayan migrants,
including Kashmir Flycatcher and Pied Thrush, which winter almost exclusively in Sri
Lanka. Indian Pitta, Indian Blue Robin, Forest Wagtail, Sri Lanka Scimitar Babbler,
Indian Blackbird, and Sykes’s Warbler are some of the other good birds to be found
in this park.
Accommodation- The Blackpool Hotel
Meal Plan- Full Board
Day 6- Nuwara Eliya
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We will have an early start with a picnic
breakfast to get to the high elevation Horton
Plains National Park where we will spend
time in the forest looking for high-value
montane targets: Sri Lanka Whistling
Thrush, Sri Lanka Bush Warbler, Yelloweared Bulbul, Dull-blue Flycatcher, Sri Lanka
White-eye, and Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon.
Mixed-species bird ocks are to be found in
this forest, comprised of both white-eye
species, Orange Minivet, Velvet-fronted
Nuthatch, Grey-headed Canary- ycatcher,
and Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike.
In the afternoon we will descend back to
near Nuwara Eliya, where we will reach a
Sri Lanka Whistling-Thrush
by Robert Hoopes
patch of habitat in time to anticipate the arrival of the
ultra-secretive, montane endemic, Sri Lanka Whistling
Thrush, which is one of two Endangered (IUCN) Sri
Lankan endemics. Further remainder of the daylight hours will be spent on covering
any species which you would have missed in the surrounding outskirts of Nuwara Eliya.
Return to your hotel for Dinner and overnight stay.
Accommodation- The Blackpool Hotel
Meal Plan- Full Board

Day 7- Kandy
After an early breakfast in the morning we will be birding for any missing montane
specials before driving to Kandy (2.5 hours’ drive) the last Sinhalese kingdom in Sri
Lanka, which was ceded to the British in 1815.
En route we will pause at a tea factory to see the recently-split Hill Swallow, which
nests inside the factory. After a cuppa we will reach our accommodation Hotel Tree of
Life. In the late afternoon we will go birding within our ample hotel grounds close to
Kandy to look for any missing targets. We will also look for several special birds here,
namely Crimson-fronted Barbet, Sri Lanka Hill Myna
and Common Hawk-Cuckoo. As dusk falls, keep an eye
out for the ultra-secretive and rare Lesser Flying
Squirrel.
Hotel- Hotel Tree of Life
Meal Plan- Full Board Basis (Lunch, Dinner and
Breakfast)
Day 8-Airport
We will nish the tour with some optional pre-breakfast
birding around the wonderful
gardens of the hotel area. After our nal breakfast of the
Yellow-eared Bulbul
tour we will travel back to
Katunayake near Colombo (4 hours drive). Lunch will be
served at a select restaurant en-route. Thereafter you will be dropped o at the airport
for your ight back home.
Price for this tour will be $2500 per person/double occupancy ($511 singles
supplement). This price includes transportation around the country, hotels, meals,
entrance fees to parks, safari vehicles, leech socks, water and daily ebird checklists. It
does not include your airfare to Colombo or tips.

March 3rd-March 10th, 2023
One-week Birding and Butter y Tour in Belize
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Join Archaeopteryx Birding and Nature Tours on a birding adventure in tropical
Belize this March. Find out why Belize is one of our favorite countries to visit! We’ll
have the possibility of viewing 200+ birds in the country during the time of year of our
visit. From the abundant Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds and Blue-Gray Tanagers to the
more rare Keel-billed Toucans (the national bird) and Ornate Hawk-Eagles, Belize is
nothing short of a birder’s and nature-lover’s paradise. Fly into Belize City March 3rd
and we’ll pick you up and take you to our lodging for the week. Here is a breakdown of

our tentative daily itinerary from March 3rdMarch 10th, 2023 and a list of the more
common species we will most likely see
during the week:
March 3rd: Arrive in Belize City and drive out
to our hotel in Belmopan or the San Ignacio
area. Try to arrive between 11am and 2pm if
possible. We'll do some evening birding
around the property of the hotel.
March 4th: Explore Elijio Panti NP- Redlegged Honeycreeper, White-crowned Parrot,
Mealy Parrot, Vaux’s Swift, Olive-backed
Euphonia, Red-billed Pigeon, White-tipped
Dove, Red-lored Parrot, Olive-throated
Parakeet, Yellow-throated Euphonia,
Montezuma Oropendola, Blue-black
Brown Jay
Grassquit, Yucatan Poorwill, Mottled Owl,
Collared Trogon, Keel-billed Toucan, Ochre-bellied
Flycatcher, Melodious Blackbird, Red-throated AntTanager, Yellow-faced Grassquit, Bu -throated Saltator, Spot-breasted Wren
March 5th: A visit to the Chaa Creek area- Great-tailed Grackle, Black-headed Trogon,
Brown Jay, Northern Jacana, Collared Aracari, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Clay-colored
Thrush, Plain Chachalaca, Ruddy Ground-Dove, Grove-billed Ani, Black-crowned
Tityra, Lesser Greenlet, Gray-headed Tanager, Dusky-capped Flycatcher
March 6th: Green Hills Butter y Ranch- White-collared Swift, White-necked Jacobin,
Common Nighthawk, Black-headed Saltator, Oscillated Turkey, Rufous-tailed
Hummingbird, Golden-fronted Woodpecker, Great Kiskadee, Yellow-green Vireo,
Crimson-collared Tanager, Yellow-winged Tanager
March 7th: Belize Botanical Gardens- Thick-billed Seed-Finch, Lesser Swallow-tailed
Swift, Boat-billed Flycatcher, Mangrove Swallow, Band-backed Wren, Ivory-billed
Woodcreeper
March 8th: Crooked Tree Village, Beck’s Bed & Breakfast- Swallow-tailed Kite, Plainbreasted Ground-Dove, Pale-vented Pigeon, Common Pauraue, Russet-naped WoodRail, Roadside Hawk, Brown Jay
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March 9th: Breakfast and early morning birding around the lodge and zoo areas. Belize
Zoo- Black-throated Bobwhite, Grace’s Warbler, Lesser Nighthawk, Rufous-breasted
Spinetail, Black-cowled Oriole, Scarlet-rumped Tanager, Golden-hooded Tanager, Little
Tinamou, Boat-billed Heron, Green Jay, and Morelet’s Seedeater. Try and locate any
birds that were missed within a short drive of Belize City.

March 10th: Early morning birding and then ights home
The price for this tour will be $1,740 per person, double occupancy. This price includes
all entry fees to parks, transportation, lodging, professional birding guides, and shared
ebird checklists daily. The price does not include meals. Minimum 2 persons for this
tour to take place. Please sign up no later than December 2nd, 2022. Full payments are
due by this date. Please email us at archaeopteryxtours@gmail.com or call
609-553-0757 for more information, or to sign up for this tour. We look forward to
hearing from you!

May 25th-June 1st, 2023
Kenya Birding and Wildlife Photography Safari
DAY 1: ARRIVAL – NAIROBI, KENYA
We shall arrive via the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. We shall then head to our
hotel in Nairobi, where we shall check in. Night in Nairobi.
DAY 2 AND 3: LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK
We shall continue to the beautiful Lake Nakuru National Park. The park is known for the
mighty Lake Nakuru, a soda lake at the heart of the great ecosystem. This park is great
for Black Rhinos and White Rhinos. Enjoy the large herds of herbivores, especially the
local Cape Bu aloes, Thomson’s Gazelles, Grant’s Gazelles, Defassa Waterbuck,
Rothschild’s Gira es, Common Impalas, among many others. The local birds make the
park special too, and it is often referred as the birdwatcher’s paradise. Birds include
Lesser Flamingo, Greater Flamingo and Great White Pelican. Nights in Nakuru.
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Secretarybird

DAY 4, 5 AND 6: MASAI MARA NATIONAL RESERVE
We shall then head to the beautiful and
expansive Masai Mara National Reserve.
This great savannah is part of the magical
Serengeti ecosystem. Here we shall enjoy
searching for members of the African Big 5
- Cape Bu alo, Black Rhino, Leopard,
African Lion and African Elephant. Other
mammals here include Topi, Thomson’s
Gazelle, Maasai Gira e, Common Hippo,
Common Eland and Cheetah. Birds here
include Secretarybird, Kori Bustard, Martial
Eagle and Southern Ground Hornbill.
Nights in Mara.
DAY 7: MASAI MARA TO NAIROBI
On this day, we shall enjoy a short morning
game drive in the reserve. We shall then head to
Nairobi. Later, we get to the airport; marking the end
to our great Safari.

White-bellied Bustard

The price for this tour will be $4,355 per person. This price includes transportation
around the country, hotels, meals, entrance fees to parks, safari vehicles, water and
daily ebird checklists. It does not include your airfare to Nairobi, drinks, or tips.

June 9th-June 21st, 2023
12-Day Birding and Wildlife Tour of Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, and Glacier
National Parks
Join Archaeopteryx Birding & Nature Tours as we explore Glacier, Grand Tetons, and
Yellowstone National Parks. This will be a 12-day tour, as we plan to cover a large area
to see as many bird species as possible. We'll begin our tour by ying into Billings,
Montana. Our accommodations will be mid-range, comfortable hotels close to the
areas inside the national parks we plan on birding. This tour has the potential to see
several butter ies and various mammal species such as moose, elk, bison, coyote,
wolves, foxes, pronghorn, etc. Here is the tentative itinerary for the tour:
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June 9th- Arrive at the Billings airport no later than 2pm. We'll stop at Pompeys Pillar
National Monument for some light birding and photography before heading to our hotel

for the night. Expected species include American White
Pelican, White-throated Swift, Warbling Vireo, Cli
Swallow, Lark Sparrow, Spotted Sandpiper, Common
Raven, and Western Wood-Pewee. Spend the night in
Billings.

American Elk

June 10th – Birding in the town of Molt for grassland
species such as Western Meadowlark, Vesper and
Savannah Sparrows, Horned Lark, Grasshopper
Sparrow, Lark Bunting, Chestnut-collared Longspur,
and Long-billed Curlew. Break for lunch. Then a visit to
Pictograph Cave SP for Black-billed Magpie, Violetgreen Swallow, Mountain Bluebird, American Kestrel,
Say's Phoebe, Black-capped Chickadee, and Rock
Wren. Spend the night in Roundup, Montana, or close
to this location.

June 11th – Begin the day birding at Lake Mason NWR for Eared Grebe, Lesser Scaup,
Sandhill Crane, Red-necked Phalarope, Ruddy Duck, Redhead, Common Merganser,
Marbled Godwit, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Bu ehead, Western Grebe, and
Brewer's Blackbird
Break for lunch, then drive to our hotel in Great Falls. We'll do a little evening birding at
Benton Lake NWR if time permits for Wilson's Phalarope, Franklin's Gull, American
Avocet, Gadwall, Northern Pintail, American Wigeon, Common Tern, White-faced Ibis,
Northern Shoveler, Yellow-headed Blackbird, California Gull, Cinnamon Teal, Western
Kingbird, Baird's Sandpiper, and Green-winged Teal. We might even get lucky enough
to see a Sprague's Pipit, Sharp-tailed Grouse, or Gray Partridge!
June 12th – We'll visit Benton Lake NWR again in the morning for a few hours, then
drive to Glacier NP and check into our next hotel
June 13th – Glacier NP- Saint Mary Visitor Center- Pine Siskin, Lincoln's Sparrow,
Willow Flycatcher, Rufous Hummingbird, Barrow's Goldeneye, Hairy Woodpecker,
Townsend's Warbler, Swainson's Thrush, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Paci c Wren,
Western Tanager, American Dipper, MacGillivray's Warbler, and Black-headed
Grosbeak
June 14th– Glacier NP- Logan Pass- White-winged Crossbill, Vaux's Swift, White-tailed
Ptarmigan, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, Dark-eyed Junco, Black Swift, Red-breasted
Nuthatch, Townsend's Solitaire, Red Crossbill, Fox Sparrow, MacGillivray's Warbler,
and Townsend's Warbler
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June 15th – Drive to Yellowstone, stay in Gardiner or West Yellowstone, stop at the
National Bison Range for a break, time provided. There we should see Clark's
Nutcracker, Lazuli Bunting, Mountain Chickadee, Yellow-breasted Chat, Ru ed Grouse,
Swainson's Hawk, Lewis' Woodpecker, and Steller's Jay

June 16th and 17th – Yellowstone National Park- We'll
look for mammals as well as Cassin's Finch, Brewer's
Sparrow, Dusky and Hammond's Flycatcher, and Black
Rosy-Finch
June 18th and 19th– Yellowstone to Grand Teton stay
in Jackson (birding mostly in Grand Tetons) for Calliope
Hummingbird, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Bullock's Oriole,
Dusky Grouse, and Williamson's Sapsucker
June 20th – Grand Teton to Billings via Beartooth
Highway stay in Billings

Ru ed Grouse

June 21st – y home
The cost for this tour will be $6150.00 per person shared occupancy with a minimum of
3 and a maximum of 5 participants.
5% DISCOUNT FOR TOURS PAID IN FULL 120 DAYS PRIOR TO TOUR
10% deposit is required to reserve your space.
Trip DOES NOT include airfare, meals, drinks, or tips. The cost DOES include all park
entry fees, professional birding guide, shared checklists, all transportation costs, and
water & snacks. Please email us, or call/Whatsapp +1-609-553-0757 to book this tour
with us, or to request additional information.

November 5th-November 12th, 2023
Unique Ghana 7-Day Birding and Wildlife Photography Tour
Day 1 = Arrival in Accra Ghana. Akwaaba (Welcome to Ghana). Upon arrival, you will be
met by your guides who will welcome you and transport you to a bird friend hotel for a
good night rest and prepare for your 7 days long bird, wildlife and photography
excursion in Ghana. Overnight at Hotel Erata. (Accra).
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Day 2 = Shai Hills Reserve - Sakumono Lagoon. Your birding excursion in Ghana will
kick start today in the morning with a visit to the open grassland savannah of Shai Hills,
hoping to see and photograph some savannah birds and others that are associated
with this site like Mocking Cli -Chat, Stone Partridge, Blue-bellied Roller, Broad-billed
Roller, Violet Turaco, Senegal Parrot, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Red-necked Buzzard,
Oriole Warbler, Long-crested Eagle, Black-bellied Bustard, Temminck’s Courser,
Chestnut Owlet, Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike, Whinchat, Flappet Lark, African Crake,
and Ahanta Francolin just to mention few. After an incredible morning at Shai Hills, we
will scan Sakumono Lagoon to add residential and migratory shorebirds to our list

before we make our way to Cape Coast. Overnight at Hans Cottage Botel. (Cape
Coast).
Day 3 - 4 = Kakum National Park (Canopy Walkway), Abrafo Forest – Twifo Praso.
After an early breakfast we will set o for the world-famous canopy walkway at Kakum
National Park which is the leading destination for bird watching in Ghana. A wonderful
world of amazing canopy species awaits you there. We hope to get there early to see
the rst light and record the rst species that will y out. Our day will bring out Black
Dwarf Hornbill, Violet-backed Hyliota, White-crested Hornbill, Congo Serpent-Eagle,
Cassin’s Hawk-Eagle, Long-tailed Hawk, Brown-cheeked Hornbill, Red-cheeked
Wattle-eye, Tit-hylia, African Piculet, Blue-breasted King sher, Yellow-throated
Tinkerbird, Little Green, Fire-bellied, and Bu -spotted Woodpeckers, Pin-tailed
Whydah, Red-headed, Red-vented, Crested and Blue-billed Malimbe, Preuss`s and
Yellow-mantled Weavers, Tambourine Dove, Blue-headed and Blue-spotted WoodDoves, Ethiopian Swallow, Green-headed Sunbird, Lesser Striped Swallow, Green
Crombec, Kemp`s and Gray Longbills, Swamp Greenbul, Western Bluebill, Coppertailed, Long-tailed Glossy, and Chestnut-winged Starlings just to mention few of the
incredible birds in this area. Overnight at Hans Cottage Botel. (Cape Coast).
Day 5 = Ankasa Forest Reserve. The key target for the day
is Nkulengu Rail. We will be going all out to locate this rare
species in the early morning hours. We will be searching for
many Upper Guinea endemics such as Hartlaub`s Duck,
White-breasted Guineafowl, Yellow-casqued Hornbill,
African Finfoot, Shining-blue King sher, White-bellied
King sher, Cassin`s Flycatcher, Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill,
Olive and Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoos, Great Blue Turaco,
White-throated Greenbul, Rufous-winged Illadopsis,
Rufous-sided Broadbill, Shining Drongo, Forest Robin,
Red-fronted Antpecker, Red-headed Quelea, Carmelite and
Reichenbach`s Sunbirds, White-browed Forest-Flycatcher,
Great Blue Turaco
Red-chested Owlet, Common Cuckoo, Gray-throated Rail,
Red-thighed Sparrowhawk, Olive and Fraser`s Sunbirds,
Black Cuckoo, Yellow-billed Turaco, White-tailed Alethe,
Western Black-headed and Black-winged Oriole, Swamp Greenbul, Green-headed
Sunbird, Golden Greenbul, Yellow-spotted Barbet, Yellow-throated Tinkerbird, Redfronted Parrot as well as many additional incredible species can be found here.
Overnight Hotel Frenchman’s Lodge.
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Day 6 = Ankasa NP – Picathartes Site - Kumasi. The big day is today. We will be
visiting the White-necked Rockfowl nesting site. Please make sure that you have
enough memory card. We will check out of our hotel after an early breakfast and make
our way to Bonlro village where we will be targeting some key species we missed
during our days at other sites or to get better views of species we just had brief views
of. We will look for the famous species and pre-historic bird, the White-necked
Rockfowl. It is hard to contain your excitement as these legendary prehistoric-looking

birds hop and jump on the rocks whilst preening themselves just meters from your eyes
giving photographers amongst you a great view. We will then continue our journey to
Kumasi after we have enjoyed our target bird for the day. Overnight at Excesa Lodge.
(Kumasi).
Day 7 = Bobiri Butter y Sanctuary – Tafo. Bobiri forest is one of the popular sites in
Ghana where a number of birds can be seen including a huge number of
butter ies which will add more species to the tour. After early breakfast we will set o
to Bobiri for some signi cant forest species like Narina Trogon, Gray Parrot, Long-tailed
Hawk, Narrow-tailed Starling, Tit-hylia, Forest Woodhoopoe, Black Goshawk, Peregrine
Falcon, Preuss`s Swallow, Compact Weaver, Simple, Plain, and Ansorge`s Greenbuls,
Palm-nut and Hooded Vulture, African Harrier-Hawk, Velvet-mantled Drongo, Graythroated Tit-Flycatcher, Dusky-blue Flycatcher, African Forest-Flycatcher, Blackheaded Paradise-Flycatcher, Barn And Ethiopian Swallows, Green-headed Sunbird,
African Cuckoo-Hawk, Black-throated Coucal, Little Flycatcher, Velvet-mantled
Drongo, and Black-winged Oriole just to mention few. Overnight at Royal Bluemich
Hotel. (Tafo).
Day 8 = Atewa Range Forest Reserve - To Accra – To the Airport. An early start as we
head back into the Upper Guinea Rainforest habitat where so many of Ghana’s sought
after special species are found. This morning we hope to see Tit-hylia, Green Hylia,
Chestnut-winged Starling, Black-winged Oriole,
Western Black-headed Oriole, Lowland Sooty
Boubou, Blue-headed Crested-Flycatcher, Yellowbilled Barbet, Gray-headed and Red-tailed
Bristlebills and the much sought after Yellow-footed
Honeyguide, and Black-necked, Maxwell`s Black,
Compact and Grosbeak Weavers, Whistling
Cisticola, Black-crowned and Brown-crowned
Tchagra, African Emerald Cuckoo, Klaas’s,
Levaillant`s, Yellow-throated and Dideric Cuckoos,
Black-headed Paradise-Flycatcher, Western Bluebill,
Tessmann’s Flycatcher and if we are lucky
Baumann’s Greenbul among others will be seen.
Dideric Cuckoo
After an incredible scan this day at Atewa we will then go to
our hotel to shower, enjoy some meal before we nd our way
to the airport to say goodbye to Ghana.

More Upcoming Tours (email archaeopteryxtours@gmail.com for more information
and costs)
March 18th-March 25th, 2023- Birding and Photography Tour in Costa Rica
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April 21st-April 25th, 2023- South Florida and the Dry Tortugas Birding Tour

